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On March 6, 1775, Prince Hall and 14 men of color were made masons in Lodge #441 of the Irish
Registry attached to the 38th British Foot Infantry at Castle William Island in Boston Harbor,
Massachusetts. It marked the first time that Black men were made masons in America.
About a year later, since the conflict between England and America had commenced, the British Foot
Infantry left Boston, along with its lodge, leaving Prince Hall and his associates without a lodge. Before
the lodge left, Worshipful Master Batt, gave them a “permit” to meet as a lodge and bury their dead in
manner and form. This permit, however, did not allow them to do any “masonic work” or to take in any
new members.
Under it, African Lodge was organized on July 3, 1776, with Prince Hall as the worshipful master. It
wasn’t long before this lodge received an additional “permit” from Provincial Grand Master John Rowe
to walk in procession on St. John’s Day.
On March 2, 1784, African Lodge #1 petitioned the Grand Lodge of England, the Premier or Mother
Grand Lodge of the world, for a warrant (or charter), to organize a regular masonic lodge, with all the
rights and privileges thereunto prescribed.
The Grand Lodge of England issued a charter on September 29, 1784 to African Lodge #459, the first
lodge of Blacks in America.
African Lodge #459 grew and prospered to such a degree that Worshipful Master Prince Hall was
appointed a Provincial Grand Master, in 1791, and out of this grew the first Black Provincial Grand
Lodge.
In 1797 he organized a lodge in Philadelphia and one in Rhode Island. These lodges were designated to
work under the charter of African Lodge #459.
In December 1808, one year after the death of Prince Hall, African Lodge #459 (Boston), African Lodge
#459 (Philadelphia) and Hiram Lodge #3 (Providence) met in a general assembly of the craft and
organized African Grand Lodge (sometime referred to as African Grand Lodge #1).
In 1847, out of respect for their founding father and first Grand Master, Prince Hall, they changed their
name to the Prince Hall Grand Lodge, the name it carries today. In 1848 Union Lodge #2, Rising Sons of
St. John #3 and Celestial Lodge #4 became the first lodges organized under the name Prince Hall Grand
Lodge.
From these beginnings, there now are some 5,000 lodges and 47 grand lodges who trace their lineage to
the Prince Hall Grand Lodge, Jurisdiction of Massachusetts.
Honorable Brother Jeffery M. Coaston, is the 72nd Most Worshipful Grand Master for Massachusetts, and
carries on the tradition started by Bro. Prince Hall over 200 years ago.
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Most Worshipful Grand Master’s Address

Greetings,
I am pleased to share with you this issue of the Craftsmen as promised. It is my hope that we will
continue our publishing of the Craftsmen as expected. With the Craftsmen we hope that this will
help to keep you updated with the happenings in the Jurisdiction. I look forward to your
suggestions and input as you submit your articles to be printed in each issue.
Brethren, as we approach a new Masonic Year it is my hope that we continue with leadership as
it plays a significant role for this year’s motto, “GETTING BACK TO BASICS”. It means
providing guidance OR ADVICE TO OUR lodges and supporting them throughout the year.
Leadership, of course, plays a large role in the mission of the Grand Lodge, but it is in the form
of guiding and supporting. It means providing guidance or advice to our Lodges and our Masters
and Wardens of these lodges, in executing a successful Masonic Year, then supporting them as
they carry out their plans and goals for that year.
If each and every one of you will reﬂect on the time when you came up through the degrees, and
in each degree, when brought from darkness to see the light, looking around the lodge room and
seeing all those Masons who were in attendance for your initiation, passing and raising, I hope
that it had an everlasting Masonic impact on you.
Remember that Together Everyone Achieves More.
Fraternally,

M.W. Jeffery M. Coaston
Grand Master
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Free Masonry and its Relationship to Africa
By WM Armindo Gonçalves
These following excerpts are by no means an academic essay in the traditional sense, but merely a
reflection of my early impressions and genuine limited knowledge about Freemasonry, when I first
encountered the craft. In general, the teachings, body of literatures, and personal interpretations as relates
to the meaning and origin of Freemasonry is both diverse and vast in nature. So expansive are the
mysteries and its members that both can be found corner of the World. My limited knowledge with
Freemasonry, especially in navigating from where it emanated, left me with a lot of unanswered questions
as an entered apprentice, which was furthered compounded by the fact that many of my Masonic brethren
- both old and young - did not think beyond Central Europe concerning the birth of Freemasonry and its
formalities.
Like many of my line brethren, I was initiated into the craft under the guise that Freemasonry was handed
down to us by the Europeans, which left me with the indelible impression, or rather belief, that what we
know to be Freemasonry at face value is inherently White and European. In other words, one is indirectly
lead to believe that Freemasonry has no connection with that which is Black. This belief is further
exaggerated by its purported meaning, suggesting that in order to be made a mason, a man had to be free
born before he could be initiated into the craft. This simply meant that no men of color, despite their
societal status and without any exception were permitted to join Freemasonry. Sadly, enough, this
tradition is still being embraced by main stream masons across America and elsewhere around the world.
As with any rational being, because this is what distinguishes men from any other creatures created by
God, we have it in all of us to question that which is unfamiliar to the mind, in the hopes that truth will
balance that which is seen by the eye, heard by the ears, and not the least our soul. But this balancing act
with regards to the Origin of Freemasonry has been entirely dependent on the part of the Europeans,
whom for centuries have been directing the narrative from their point of view, a projection that depicts
them as the fathers of Freemasonry, medicine, architecture, arithmetic and so forth. And very few
amongst the craft are aware of the contrary.
With regards to the liberal arts, which are the essence or the foundation of Freemasonry, the attentive
readers ought to be reminded that embedded in the most vital pieces of literature by the Greek poet
Homer (The Iliad and the Odyssey) who was born sometime between the 12th and 8th centuries B.C.,
possibly in the Asia Minor, he clearly states that much of what is considered to be Greek in origin was
derived from Africa - short of saying that Greek Civilization emanated from Africa. Moreover, let us not
forget that the likes of Socrates, Plato and Aristotle all studied in Ancient Egypt prior to the invasion and
pillaging of the great centers of learning, or rather lodges in Egypt by the Romans around 300BC, thereby
commencing the Ptolemaic and Roman Rule period that ended in 646AD. It has been rumored that these
men were expelled from these lodges due to their sexual persuasion. Again, when thinking of
mathematics and other scientific concepts and their evolution over time, including the earlies script
known to mankind, they are undeniably linked to Africa in terms of their origin (Cheik Anta Diop: The
African Origin of Civilization).
And what about the Moors who subsequently made their way North from the upper Nile region around
711 A.D., leading to their occupation of Egypt, and soon after much of today’s Europe for over seven
centuries. Upon their arrival, all of Europe was in a complete state of DARKNESS, lacking sanitation,
medicine, running water, roadways and sidewalks, religion, culture and agricultural production, to name a
few. The Moorish people immediately embarked upon a period of European Renaissance, a rebirthing
period that lead to the creation of major infrastructure projects, government institutions, and most
legendary contribution of all, the founding of University of Salamanca in Spain (1134), the very first
place of organized and comprehensive learning center in Europe. Some of these contributions can easily
be traced in present day Europe by the intricate architectural columns, arches and vaults that support
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building structure, bridges, and of course the lion” figures that ornate major building entrances with their
grappling paws extending forthright, and where do lions come from?
We now turn to Imhotep who according to the works of several world-renowned Egyptologist and
African Historians, such as Yosef Ben-Jochanan, Henry Clarke, Pimento Bay, Martin Delaney and
countless others was our First Most Excellent Grandmaster. He not only designed, but also supervised all
of the stone craftsman in the erection of the Djoser’s Step Pyramids at Saqqara or City of Memphis in
Africa, one of the world’s first stone monuments, which served as the foundation for other monumental
structures, including the Giza Pyramids and others that followed along the River Nile. Imhotep, Greek
name - Imouthes, circa 2667-2600 BCE, was an Egyptian polymath, an expert in many areas of learning,
more specifically in architecture, medicine and astronomy. The Greeks would later refer to him as the
father or medicine, not Hippocrates as commonly projected, and the Greeks actually traced the
Hippocratic oath of medicine to Imhotep, once again pointing to African contributions to Europeans
evolution and civilization.
Imhotep was also responsible for the first known use of stone columns to support a building, and as
masons we know that columns are the supporting pillars in both the 2nd and 3rd degrees in Masonry, for
without them King Solomon’s temple would not have been erected. As to the location of King Solomon’s
Temple, in his many years of geological research, Dr. Ben and his close counterparts argue that the
remnants of King Solomon’s Temple is nowhere to be found in Jerusalem, but that several Iron Age
Temples have been found in the region that have striking similarities to the Temple of King Solomon.
Notwithstanding, the works of scholars such as Dr. Ben suggests that King Solomon’s Temple may have
been erected a few hundred kilometers south of modern-day Jerusalem in the Kingdom of Judah, in
Africa, where the 12 Tribes of Judah are said to have originated from, and later spread to the four corners
of the World.
Going back to Imhotep, other scholars Delaney, et al) firmly believe that his mastery of architecture and
ability to manipulate stone structures formed the basis upon which the Temple Luxor was constructed,
even modern-day masonic lodges. Luxor was an oblong structure that served as an important political and
religious center in the ancient city of Thebes, once the Capital of Egypt. Located near the banks of the
Nile, it was dedicated to the veneration of Amon, the hidden one (who was associated with Mut and
Khonsu, the Theban Triad). The temple was sacred and could only be entered upon purification, by
washing of the feet, hands, and face before gaining admission. And this was the tradition adopted by
operative masons prior to entering or engaging in any important undertaking. Over time these rituals have
been done away with entirely.
In closing, we cannot deny the fact that Freemasonry and the building of superstructures arose in the East
and have spread to the West for centuries, and we only need to observe the many pyramids and
agricultural sun-mounds that have been unearthed from the Mayan ruins to the upper of the Mississippi
River to satisfy our curiosity. It has been scientifically proven, particularly through the works of the late
Dr. Ivan Van Sertima that these structures are similar to those found in Africa, which points out that
Africans by conservative estimates were in the Americas well over 2000 years prior to Columbus’ arrival,
who by the way never set foot on the Americas. We need not look far to find answers to the questions
that are at arm’s length, because unlike our ancestors we have the ability to read and write, and there is no
greater gift or pathway to the truth!
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Fighting Lodge Apathy
“A Foot Soldier for Freemasonry”
Not too long ago I attended a roundtable discussion of our Lodge officers and members from my district
to discuss the state of our Lodges and what, if anything can be done to improve our current situation.
Inevitably, the talks primarily focused on declining membership and rising operating costs of the Lodge.
One question which caught my attention though was from a young Brother who complained attendance at
meetings was substantially down indicating apathy might be in the Craft. It was said that this might be the
Number One problem right now and was at a loss as to what was causing it. I looked at him incredulously
and said, “You’re kidding, right? You really don’t know why they are not attending?” He said no; the
officers of the Lodge were baffled by what was going on. I told him it doesn’t take a rocket scientist to
figure it out. There are primarily three reasons for apathy in the Lodge:
1. Lodge activities have become boringly repetitive; the same old things are said over and over again,
the same old pasta or rubber chicken is served, (so to speak) and nothing of substance is happening.
Basically, the Lodge has fallen into a rut and is having trouble getting out of it. To do so, it is
necessary to somehow stimulate the Craft. This can be done many different ways; perhaps a guest
speaker or special topic, perhaps a slight change in the format (hold refreshment before the meeting as
opposed to afterwards or vice versa), serve meals on china as opposed to paper plates, perhaps a
different kind of meal altogether (someday I’ll have to tell you about my Deep Fried Turkey dinner or
“Spamfest”), perhaps something as simple as a slight modification in dress, etc. Small changes add up
over time and do not go unnoticed by the Craft. They should be viewed as positive, beneficial, and
upbeat.
2. Attending Lodge has become very political in nature. Bickering and back biting is not conducive for
attendance. Members experience enough of this during the day at work or in their personal lives; they
don’t want to listen to it in Lodge. I know too many Masons who stay away from Lodge for this
reason alone. They want harmony in the Lodge, not contention; camaraderie, not competition. Petty
political power struggles are costing Lodges a lot of sideliners.
3. It is perceived that attending Lodge does not add value to a person’s life. Brothers will stop coming
the moment they believe they are not getting anything out of attending Lodge. If they are not learning
anything or enjoying some camaraderie, they will stop coming. Further, if they believe the Lodge is
not accomplishing anything of merit, such as supporting a local charity or tackling some kind of
project, that it is stagnant, they will lose interest quickly. If they believe the Lodge is apathetic, they
will act as such in return. It is contagious.
These three reasons do not necessarily pertain to Brothers who live far away from Lodge or who cannot
attend due to health reasons. But then again, maybe they do. For example, for those Brothers who live far
away, has the Lodge made an attempt to find out what the Brothers are doing and reported it in Lodge (or
perhaps in a Trestleboard newsletter)? The names of Brothers may become obscure over time but are
rarely forgotten. Further, they like to be remembered, be it a birthday or some important anniversary. As
to Brothers who have difficulty attending Lodge due to health reasons, has there been an attempt to
contact the Brother and provide some assistance for attending Lodge? If a Brother is remembered by a
Lodge, the Brother will likely remember the Lodge when it is in need of something, such as a donation.
Combating apathy in the Lodge requires some proactive leadership by the Lodge officers, not reactive. It
is necessary to plan meaningful Lodge events in advance, promote and execute accordingly, and followup to review what worked well and what didn’t. Before you can get the Craft to perspire, you need to
inspire them first.
Combating apathy in the Lodge requires some proactive leadership by the Lodge officers, not reactive. It
is necessary to plan meaningful Lodge events in advance, promote and execute accordingly, and follow-
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up to review what worked well and what didn’t.
Before you can get the Craft to perspire, you need to
inspire them first.

Annual Scholarships & Awards

You will not have any problems with apathy as long
as the Craft believes the Lodge is fun and interesting;
they will WANT to come to Lodge as opposed to
feeling coerced into attending. But if Lodge is
perceived as boringly repetitive, political, or lacks
substance, your Lodge room will look more like a
racquetball court as opposed to a Masonic Lodge.
Keep the Faith

Mount Moriah Lodge #9
Finding Our Role
By Donald Harding
We have a community outside of our lodge filled
with confusion and void of leadership. There are
many young Black men who would yearn for the
opportunity to live simple, constructive lives, but
they have no idea how to go about doing it. By the
time most turn 16 years old, if no man has entered
his life as appositive influence, he is most likely
destined to a life of crime. Now don’t get me wrong,
there are many mean spirited youth with or without
male guidance who would have no problem
provoking violence upon you for no reason at all. But
most youngsters sit on a proverbial fence trying to
decide which side to jump on. The side with the
tougher kids seems more times than not the side that
would bring more excitement to their lives.
(Remember when you were 16? Who were you
looking up to?)
The Prince Hall brethren in the Massachusetts
Scholarship Winners
jurisdiction as well as our organization in the entire
June 2, 2019 – William Reed Auditorium
country is blessed with the largest membership of
African American males. Why aren’t we more
MW Prince Hall Grand Lodge – Dorchester, MA
involved in our communities? It is understood that it
is a part of our philosophy not to be a political
organization. To this writer it is not political; it is survival.
When King Solomon began the task of building the temple it was for the purpose of worshipping the
Supreme Being and as a sacred place to keep the Torah.
What he accomplished in the process was uniting a people who only knew how to work with each other in
times of war. The building of the Temple taught them how to live in times of tranquility. The process
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established an order of cooperation and improved a
sense of pride in the Israelites. Not all the Craftsmen
made it to be Master Masons. Many failed after
getting their fellow craft degrees, some made it only
to be entered apprentices. But being a Master Mason
was a goal that brought respect within the entire
society. For everyone knew, here stands an
honorable man who works hard and lives within the
principles of the Supreme Being. We are decedents
of those principles, but do those around us know we
are masons? In our lives they recognize us as men to
be respected, but they don’t realize that we are
following sacred tenets.

Annual Prince Hall Family
Cookout
June 9, 2019 – School Master Hill – Franklin Park,
Dorchester, MA

This is not to propose that we go out and espouse
our organization on all who walk the streets to be
Master Masons. It is about professing our
philosophy to our community at large in an effort to
let young men feel less lost in a world with the deck
stacked up against them. It is hoped that we think
about this as we continue in our lives. That young
man living two houses down from you who goes out
of his way to speak is looking for some guidance.
You can jive with him, but remember, “Every
human being has a claim on your kind offices.” Do
good unto all.

Widow Son Lodge #28
A Reflection on Our History
Patrick E. Knight P.M.W.G.M./C.C.F.C
I recommend that they wait until December at our
183rd Grand Lodge Session. Again Widow Son
Lodge #28 was well represented and they did
participate in the proceedings. I introduced
Worshipful Bro. Charles Mays and the officers of
Widow Son Lodge #28. I then called for the reports
of the Deputy District Grand Master R.W. Bro.
Everett Johnson and the Grand Lecturer, R.W.
Anthony Cromwell and his assistants R.W. Bro.
Walter Reed, SR, and Peter Andrews.
Their reports were all positive. Widow Son Lodge
#28 had a second degree which was outstanding
work for a new lodge. I called for a motion that the
UD be lifted and a charter granted and that it carry
the number 28 affixed to its name. This was passed
unanimously by vote of the Grand lodge. Thus
Widow Son Lodge #28 and its past masters and
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elected officers were able to vote on all matters as
well as the election of Grand Lodge officers. Another
recommendation to the183PD Grand Lodge session
was that all Grand Lodge officers from Hiram Grand
Lodge is able to hold their title of their office upon
proof to this grand lodge, further that they could run
for any grand lodge office. At first it was rejected,
then at the resumption, it was brought up again and it
was passed. I was unable to see why not, however, it
made no difference since it was only one person
involved, R.W. Brother Peter Gaston who was not
interested in seeking the office of Grand Master. So,
in a short space of time, twenty-nine years, Widow
Son Lodge #28 is making history. The lodge is a
viable lodge. The lodge makes visits to other
jurisdictions which is very good to learn what is
going on in other jurisdictions. Prince Hall Grand
Lodge seems to attract new members each year
which is very good, but let me remind you in the
most tender manner, quality is more important than
quantity as it pertains to the members you want.
Prince Hall Free and Accepted Masons
Jurisdiction of Massachusetts Healed February 24,
1974 AD - 5974 AL

Mid-Year Session
May 4, 2019 – Prince Hall Grand Lodge,
Dorchester, MA

MW Grand Master Coaston is received by RW
Deputy Grand Master Timothy R. Downes.

Worshipful brother Norman A. Lowe, senior and
junior wardens, grand lodge officers, past and present
officers, members and visitors of Widow Son Lodge
#28, good evening. It is a pleasure and an honor to be
with you this evening as the lodge celebrates its 29th
year as a lodge under the jurisdiction of the Most
Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge, F&A.M. It was
my pleasure as Grand Master, to enter this chamber
with my officers and members of this jurisdiction on
February 25, 1974 to confer the obligation on 19
members that were on the roll at that time; making
Prince Hall Grand Lodge under dispensation under
this jurisdiction. There was a lot of excitement and
Brothers of the Craft look on as the Grand Master
perhaps some mistrust by some over the fact that
is received.
Widow Son Lodge #28 was going to become a
subordinate lodge of the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts. However, this was the prerogative of the then Grand Master, Richard W. Richardson to
accept these brothers from the Hiram Grand Lodge, after careful investigation and dialogue.
Although, I was not part of the investigation or dialogue at the out-set, I didn’t hold an office at the time
but I knew what was going on. Subsequently, I was invited to at least three meetings and met some of the
brothers present. It was too late to get the necessary things done before our grand lodge session in 1973,
so it was decided to wait until our session was over. I then became grand master, and held two more
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meetings, having more dialogue. At the last meeting
we found an open date for meetings and set the date
for the first meeting on February 25, 1974. I, as
Grand Master, used one of the prerogatives of a
Grand Master by using the 7”” landmark of masonry
to give the obligation to the brethren present to form
this lodge. The 7th landmark is the prerogative of the
Grand Master to give dispensations for opening and
holding lodge meetings. He may grant, in virtue of
this, to a sufficient number of masons, the privilege
of meeting together and conferring degrees. The
lodges thus established are called “Lodges Under
Dispensation” or (UD). They are strictly creatures of
the Grand Master, created by his authority existing
only during his will and pleasure, and liable at his
command. They may be continued for a day, a
month or six-month; but whatever be the period of
their existence, they are indebted for that existence
solely to the grace of the grand master.

Memorial Service
Copp’s Hill Burying Ground
May 27, 2019

I was elated that Monday evening as well as the
brethren becoming a members of this Prince Hall
Grand Lodge. It has been clear that until this day
February 24, 2003, there was no mistake made in
accepting these 19 men. Widow Son Lodge #28 has
grown from 19 members to 90 members as of June
2002. Widow Son Lodge #28 has had two Most
Worshipful Grand Masters in its 29 years, a Right
Worshipful Deputy Grand Master brother Peter
Gaskins who came here with his patent. Widow Son
Lodge #28 has done well in the concordant houses,
the Royal Arch Masons Widow Son Lodge #28 has
a member who is Grand High Priest and also a past
Illustrious Potentate James Neil, I believe Widow
Son Lodge #28 has at least two members who are
33rd Degree Masons in the Scottish Rite.
Let me add an additional word about R.W. Brother
Peter Gaskins, he was very active in the houses that
he was a member of. He was on a committee or its
chair-person. He was always a part of this grand
lodge. He was a good man and an outstanding
Mason. I made an unannounced visit to Prince Hall
Grand Lodge with a few of my officers just to see
how they were doing. We found out that they were
doing well. I encourage members of the craft to visit
Prince Hall Grand Lodge and help but not disrupt
their work; the deputies would take care of any
mistakes.
At our mid-year session Widow Son Lodge #28 was
well represented. I was not able to recommend that
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the (UD) be lifted because they had yet to do any
degree work. There opening and closing was good
but could be better, so, I recommend that they wait
until December. At our 183th Grand Lodge Session
Widow Son Lodge #28 was again well represented
and they did participate in the proceedings. I
introduced Worshipful Bro. Charles Mays and the
officers of Widow Son Lodge #28, I then called for
the reports of the Deputy District Grand Master
R.W. Bro. Everett Johnson and the Grand Lecturer,
R.W. Anthony Cromwell and his assistants R.W.
Bro. Walter Reed, SR, and Peter Andrews. VS.
Their reports were all positive.

St. John’s Day Parade
June 23, 2019 – Dorchester, MA

Widow Son Lodge #28 did have a second degree
which was outstanding work for a new lodge. I
called for a motion that the UD be lifted and a
charter granted and that it carry the number 28
affixed to its name. This was passed unanimously by
vote of the Grand lodge. Thus Widow Son Lodge
#28 and its past masters and elected officers were
able to vote on all matters as well as the election of
Grand Lodge officers.
Another recommendation to the183PD Grand Lodge
session was that all Grand Lodge officers from
Hiram Grand Lodge is able to hold their title of their
office upon proof to this grand lodge, further that
they could run for any grand lodge office. At first it
was rejected, then at the resumption, it was brought
up again and it was passed. I was unable to see why
not, however, it made no difference since it was only
one person involved, R.W. Brother Peter Gaston
who was not interested in seeking the office of
Grand Master.
So, in a short space of time, twenty-nine years,
Widow Son Lodge #28 is making history. The lodge
is a viable lodge. The lodge makes visits to other
jurisdictions which is very good to learn what is
going on in other jurisdictions. Prince Hall Grand
Lodge seems to attract new members each year
which is very good. But let me remind you in the
most tender manner, quality is more important than
quantity as members you want. The timber that fell
and was prepared in the forest of Lebanon it was conveyed by sea it floated to Joppa thence to Jerusalem
to build that temple. Remember that it fit with such exact nicety it had the appearance of human hands,
this is what any well-governed lodge desires, good timber to build on.
Finally, you can attest by your presence and participation in this your 29th anniversary of the founding of
Prince Hall Grand Lodge under the auspices of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge. The labors
of Worshipful Brother Charles Mays, your first master and his associates, and Worshipful Brother
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Norman A. Lowe your present master and his associates
were not in vain. The light which was defused, and the
knowledge which was imparted to Prince Hall and his
associates 228 years ago today, has been handed down to
successive generation in all their richness and beauty,
pure and unimpaired, and as long as the attentive ear
shall receive the sound from the instructive tongue, that
light and that knowledge shall be imparted to earnest
seekers, after the hidden mysteries and ineffable beauties
of this ancient and honorable fraternity of Free and
Accepted Masons has been revealed.

Americanism Day

God’s blessings on you and your loved ones and may
Widow Son Lodge #28 continue to prosper until time
shall be no more.
Thank you for the attentive ear,
Patrick E. Knight P.M.W.G.M./C.C.F.C

John T. Hilton Lodge #6
By Worshipful Brother Michael O. Scaflett
Free and Accepted Masons Instituted December A.D.
1873 A.L. 5873, Lynn, MA
M.W. Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
Worshipful Master: Bro. Michael O. Scarlett Sr.
Warden: Bro. André M. Robinson, Sr. Jr.
Warden: Bro. Joseph A. Kirnon
Treasurer: Bro. Keith A. Hagood
Secretary (A): Bro. Curtis Baptiste

Eureka Lodge #8
WM Ramon Downes
As we look to move our lodges into the future, we must
never forget the past. Eureka Lodge #8 will be turning
136 years old this year May 2019. In light of our
birthday, I embarked on a journey of reflection of the
history of all of our lodges. Each month our lodges meet,
prepare written communications, and document our
communications with minutes of the same. We have been
executing these routines for many years. But how often
do we think about our brethren of the past? When was
the last time we opened our lodge’s archives? These are
just some of questions that we should ask ourselves.
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Now with all of this in mind, I took a look back into the Eureka Lodge archives and found minutes dating
back over 100 years ago. This was astonishing to me. I opened up Eureka’s regular communication held
on May 27th, 1929. This meeting was held 90 years almost to the day (we will be holding our May
communication on May 28th 2019). I wanted to share some excerpts that I found most interesting. The
meeting opened at 8:30 PM with the following officers seated:
WM - Ole B.A. Foss
SW - J.F. Wonter
JW - J.L. Austin (acting)
Tres - vacant
Sec. - G.T. Banks

Marsh.-H. Donaldson
Chap. - H. Davis
JD - W.A. Johnson
SD - P. Burton
Tyler-W. Chapman

After the reading and paying of the bills, an invitation from the Troop G Boy Scouts of Cambridge was
read. The invitation was accompanied with 5 tickets to an event given at the Cambridge Amory on June
9th 1929. The proceeds were to go towards the funds for a permanent meeting place for the Scouts (it
would be interesting to see if this goal was eventually attained). Another invitation was read inviting the
members of Eureka Lodge to attend the Memorial Service at Cobbs Hill Cemetery on May 30th at 3pm.
At that time, they asked for a donation from the lodge of $5 to assist with the floral arrangement. There
was also a notation of a donation to a widow of a late brother Berry F Powell, the lodge voted to send
Mrs. Powell $50.
Perusing this archive provided tremendous insight. The commitment to community service and dedication
to our Brothers and their families in times of need are most prevalent in these archived minutes. I am
inspired and rejuvenated by the themes of commitment to community and to family. I urge you to open
your archives to renew your fraternal spirit and breathe new life into your lodges.

Visitation to the MWPHGL of Pennsylvania October 12-14, 2019

MW Grand Master Jeffery M. Coaston and his delegation.
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John Telemachus Hilton, A Brief History
WHATEVER the variation, many are able to grasp the message within the proverb that knowing one’s past
aids in his advancement. It is on this premise that I share this brief history of our Past Grand Master for whom
one of the oldest lodges in our jurisdiction is named, John Telemachus Hilton - with an aim to reflect, educate,
and preserve. John T. Hilton was an African-American abolitionist, author, entrepreneur and Prince Hall
Mason, born in 1801 in Chester County, Pennsylvania. After moving to Boston in the early 1820s, he married
nineteen-year-old Lavinia M. Ames on April 1, 1825. Shortly after their union, the couple went on to having
three sons and two daughters. Hilton and his wife, Lavinia, were both members of the African Baptist Church.
By 1830, Hilton had a storefront for a hairdressing shop; the store also included his employment agency, retail
sales, furniture commission sales and local event ticket sales.
Hilton was a key figure in reviving Boston’s black masonic lodge and leading it out of a long and fruitless
controversy with white lodges over the authenticity of its charter. He did so by the simple expedience of
declaring independence. On June 18 1827, Hilton, as Master of African Lodge 459, wrote the following words
in a letter to the Grand Lodge of England declaring its sovereignty. “We do, therefore, with this belief, publicly
declare ourselves free and independent of any Lodge from this day - and that we will not be tributary, or
governed by any Lodge than that of our own.” This act was the first step in what would become the largest
Black organization in the world, and will remain in perpetual record. On June 24, 1847, John T. Hilton went on
to assist in organizing the National Grand Lodge of Prince Hall Freemasonry and served as the first National
Grand Master for ten years. In his honor, the Lynn, Massachusetts lodge was named the John T. Hilton Lodge
No.17 (later renumbered to No.6.) He was also the first of Boston’s African-American men to have a portrait
commissioned by Prince Hall Masonic Lodge. The General Colored Association (MGCA), organized in
Boston in 1826 was created to combat slavery and racism. The organization was said to have had “among its
leaders the most spirited and intelligent colored citizens of Boston.” It is said that the signature elements of the
MGCA’s platform gained roots during a speech John T. Hilton delivered before the African Grand Lodge of
Masons at its annual celebration of the Feast of St. John the Baptist, an occasion that coincided with the first
anniversary of the African Lodge’s status as an autonomous branch of Freemasonry.
By 1838 Hilton was the president of the New England Temperance Society of Colored Americans with his
wife Lavinia serving as the treasurer of the women’s group. Hilton’s wife Lavinia was described as one of the
“young intellectuals and active abolitionists in the 1830s,” along with Susan Paul. Lavinia Hilton and Susan
Paul were members of the Boston Female Anti-Slavery Society, an interracial organization in Boston,
Massachusetts. During its brief history, it orchestrated three national women’s conventions, organized a
multistate petition campaign, sued southerners who brought slaves into Boston, and sponsored elaborate,
profitable fundraisers.
John T. Hilton was one of the black abolitionists who began an anti-segregation petition campaign in 1846 to
the Boston School Committee, which resulted in the Massachusetts Legislature voted to outlaw segregation in
public schools across the state in 1855. In 1854, Hilton became vice-president of the Anti-Slavery Society. He
was also an active member and author in the Anti-Slavery movement and Temperance Societies.
Hilton was summoned to the Supreme Architect of the Universe on March 5, 1864 while residing in Brighton,
Massachusetts after suffering from chronic hepatitis. He was 62 years and 11 months of age at his passing. His
wife died 18 years later on November 2, 1882 in Cambridge, Massachusetts. The Master, Wardens, and
Brothers of John T. Hilton Lodge No.6 take pride in the history of the lodge’s namesake and will continue to
emulate his deeds and virtues for years to come. Our duties to God, the Craft and Ourselves will be in constant
perpetuation of the teachings of one of Prince Hall’s Past Most Worshipful Grand Master - John Telemachus
Hilton.
Fraternally Submitted,
Worshipful Brother Michael O. Scarlet
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Castle William Lodge #11
By WM. Troy Duarte
On March 30th of this year, Castle William lodge No. 11 and Castle William Chapter No. 4 came
together and held our Annual March Dinner.
This event was supposed to take place on March 2nd, but due to inclement weather we had to reschedule.
This event is the culmination of several months of planning. During that planning process we identified
that we needed a place to store the chicken and fish that would be cleaned and seasoned as part of its
preparation for sale. In the past we have used the Grand Lodge kitchen’s commercial refrigerator but it
had been fallen into disrepair and had to be replaced. However, until there were sufficient funds for the
Grand Lodge to purchase a new commercial refrigerator, 2 household refrigerators were being used.
Given our annual use of the kitchen for our fundraising event, we knew the existing refrigerator capacity
was insufficient to accommodate our need. In light of this situation and recognizing the responsibility of
membership to contribute to the greater good, the members of the Castle William Joint Ways and Means
Committee decided to explore the possibility of purchasing a commercial refrigerator. Toward this end, a
few of our Past Masters went to Grand Master, Jeffery M. Coaston and informed him of their intentions.
The Grand Master approved the venture and also donated to the cause.
The Members of the Castle William Joint Ways & Means Committee identified a suitable replacement
commercial refrigerator and set to work to raise the necessary funds ($3,000.00) necessary for the
purchase. The funds were raised in two weeks and the refrigerator was delivered in time for our use in
conjunction with our Annual March Dinner.
So, if you haven’t done so already, when you get a chance, stop by the kitchen and take a look at the new
addition.
Fraternally,
WM. Troy Duarte No. 11
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Third Masonic District Report
By Bro. Edward E. Anderson RWDDGM
It’s with pleasure and a humbling affect to
submit the recent highlighted activities of our
Third Masonic District for 2018 - 2019
Craftsman publication. We, the Third Masonic
District, initially began our Charity by attending
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration
“In the Words of Dr. King” on 1/21/19. This
event featured remarks from The Honorable
Charlie Baker, Governor of Massachusetts, U.S.
Congressman, Richard Neal, Springfield Mayor,
Dominique Sarno, and our own brother in the
Craft, State Representative, Bud L. Williams of
Richard Allen Lodge #30, all served as
dignitaries of this annual city-wide event. We all
came to listen and appreciate the musical talents
of the 200 children who participate with the
Community Music School of Springfield. This
fabulous event took place at MassMutual Center
in Springfield, MA.
St. John’s Lodge #10 of Pittsfield, MA, by the
direction of WM Daniel L. Johnson, on 2/9/19
held their annual St. John’s Lodge #10 Annual
Valentines Scholarship Fundraiser at Proprietors
Lodge in Pittsfield, MA. This event honored PM
Bro. Robert Johnson Sr and RWDDGM Emeritus
Bro. Robert C. Jackson. Our own MWGM Bro.
Jeffrey M. Coaston was present for this very
noble and publicly successful charitable event.
Several dignitaries of the Pittsfield areas were
present such as their District Attorney, and their
City & Government Politicians. St. John’s
attended community events in Springfield and
within their own city of Pittsfield.
Richard Allen Lodge #30 under the guidance of WM Bro. Gary Snead, who actually has the Grand Lodge
“2018-2019 “Traveling Gavel” has been leading our district with exemplifying Charity in our areas. RAL
#30 has received media television coverage for their efforts and generous donations.
Some of the gifts were gathered through our district lodges to give away toys and create joy for our citywide youth during this past Christmas holiday season. They hosted a “Game night” at the Soldiers Home
in Holyoke, MA in March 2019. They bought and donated several items to Central high school’s boys
basketball program and attended multiple games showing their support as well. One of RAL #30
members, Bro. Stephon Davis, received multiple media coverages for his work and mentorship to area
high school students whom are categorically at-risks academically and economically in his program
called “I found light against all odds.” RAL #30 also among much more, held their RAL #30 Annual
Scholarships and this year gave two young people scholarships to assist them in attaining their dreams in
education.
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Lastly, Sumner Lodge #5, under the administration of WM Bro.
Paul Whitehead, shows its Charitable ways on a weekly basis on
Thursday by working in the Food Pantry division at Dr. Martin
Luther King Community Center in Springfield, MA. They also
are involved with Carew Street Boys & Girls Clubs of America
with participating in the Annual Playas Ball Games which
features the best players in Western Mass. There’s a Boys &
Girls game which is played separately, and is widely known and
attended by families, and sports enthusiast.
Respectfully Submitted, Bro. Edward E. Anderson RWDDGM
Third Masonic District MWPHGL Jurisdiction of
Massachusetts.
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Soul

By Brother D The People’s Poet aka “The Street Minister”
I am the essence of the creator
Before the most high created itself
I was
The entity from which all breathed existence
The very thing that caused
The Alpha and the Omega to be
The catalyst
Which brought forth
The most high To even create
The heavens and the sea
Indeed it too was me
That the creator breathed
Into the original man
Do you overstand
I am that source
That without
None would exist
In any land
I am the essence off joy
The core of pain
No need to research
For there is no place
From whence I came
I simple always was
Over millenniums
There have been attempts
To overstand, study and harness me
But alas that could never be
I am the very definition of free
But the masses have been blinded
So they live but never see
I weep because man has fallen
Out of touch with me
Allowing religion
To smother spirituality
Materialism to rape love
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All because
In truth the world knows me not
Fools
I am the nucleus of heart
Creator of courage
Inventor of emotion
Manifestation of love
Source of all art
Without me
All life
Would be not
Shame on all man
For turning on me
The result A world
That cannot see
Famine and disease now shower on you
This you deserve for being fools
Poverty and oppression
Ills you welcome
For they too produce false riches
Lust, greed and false wealth
Too diagnosis of your sickness
False preachers
Bare false witness
Politicians slaves to big business
The wounds to deep
To be held by stitches
How could you all turn on me
Overstand until you return
No one will be truly free
Who
Or what am I
If you don’t know you’ve lost me
Anyway
I Am Soullllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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A Few Facts About Negro Lodges
1)

Why are Negro Lodges not recognized as regular in the United States?

2)

How do the Masonic authorities and Grand Lodges rate the status of Negro Lodges?

3)

Where did the Negro Lodges get their work?

4)

Has colored Masonry ever received official recognition in this country since the formation of
Prince Hall Lodge in Boston in the eighteenth century?

5)

Has there ever been any friction in the Grand Lodge on the Negro question?

6)

Who was Prince Hall?

7)

Was Prince Hall a Slave?

8)

Did Prince Hall enlist in the Continental Army in the Revolutionary War?

9)

What was the date of Hall’s induction into Masonry?

10) In what Lodge was Prince Hall made a Mason?
11) What became of that lodge?
12) Did Prince Hall and his brethren petition for recognition to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts?
13) How was the petition received?
14) What further action was taken by the Negroes?
15) Are American Indians eligible for membership in Lodges in the U.S.A.?
1 - 3 Masonic Quiz Book, “Ask Me Another, Brother” A Masonic Primer, A Thousand and One Answers to
Questions.
Compiled from Scriptural References and the Best Masonic Authorities, Edited by Wm. O. Peterson, P.M. 320, The
Charles T. Powner Co., P.O. Box 796, Chicago 90. Illinois, 1977,.pp 107-108.
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Calendar of Lodge Meetings
1st Monday
Rising Sun
Lodge #3,
Boston

1st Tuesday
Union Lodge
#1, Boston

1st Wednesday

1st Thursday

Castle William
Lodge #11,
Boston

John T. Hilton
Lodge #6,
Lynn

Sumner Lodge
#5, Springfield

St. John Lodge
#10, Pittsfield

Union Lodge #4,
New Bedford

Dan Reuben
Lodge #33,
San Fernando,
Trinidad &
Tobago

Cosmopolitan
Lodge #21,
Fyzabad,
Trinidad &
Tobago

1st Friday

1st Saturday

Paul Lawrence
Dunbar Lodge
#19, Brockton

North Star
Lodge #22,
Bangor, ME

2nd Friday

2nd Saturday

Saints John
Lodge #35,
Rota, Spain

2nd Monday
John J. Smith
Lodge #14,
Everett

2nd Tuesday

2nd Wednesday

William G.
Butler
Lodge #12,
Boston

Richard Allen
Lodge #30,
Springfield

Crispus Attucks
Lodge #14,
Leominster

3rd Monday

Widow Son
Lodge #28,
Boston

Mount Zion
Lodge #15,
Boylston

Blazing Star
Lodge #26,
Amersfoort,
Netherlands

Alpha Lodge #20,
San Fernando,
Trinidad &
Tobago

3rd Tuesday

Celestial Lodge
#2, Boston

4th Monday

2nd Thursday

3rd Wednesday
Dan Reuben
Lodge #33,
San Fernando,
Trinidad &
Tobago

4th Tuesday

4th Wednesday

Eureka Lodge
#8, Boston

Alpha Lodge #20,
San Fernando,
Trinidad &
Tobago

3rd Thursday

3rd Friday

Cosmopolitan
Lodge #21,
Fyzabad,
Trinidad &
Tobago

4th Thursday
Mount Moriah
Lodge #9,
Cambridge

3rd Saturday
Saints John
Lodge #35,
Rota, Spain

4th Friday

4th Saturday

King David
Lodge #7,
Worcester

Triple 8 Travelers
Lodge #32,
Portsmouth,
NH
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