PRINCE HALL MONUMENT
CAMBRIDGE COMMON

FIVE BLACK MARBLE SLABS/ FIRST GREAT EMANCIPATION
The Prince Hall Monument was designed to
be a teaching tool. Initial questions were about the
numbers of African Americans who fought with George
Washington in the Revolutionary Army, and about the
abolition of slavery in the North. Research by prominent
historians and a joint resolution of our 98th Congress,
Public Law 98-245 gave us some answers.

From 1776 to 1783, more than 5,000 black men,
by fighting to free this nation, freed themselves. Thus
it was declared that the five black marble slabs of the
monument–mined in Africa– would represent those
5,000 and all the other Black Patriots of the founding
period of our nation.

PRINCE HALL:
1730s-1807
Abolitionist, Patriot, Entrepreneur,
Founder of the first African American Lodge of the Freemasons

Sure this was not our conduct in the war; for then they marched shoulder to shoulder, brother soldier
and brother soldier to the field of battle., Prince Hall 1792.
...give the right hand of affection and fellowship to whom it justly belongs; let their colour or
complexion be what it will, let their nation be what it may, for they are your brethren and it is your
indispensable duty so to do..., Prince Hall 1797

Two Related Monuments on the Cambridge
Common and the Story Behind Them
or
Who Freed Who?
It is the story of the George Washington marker on the Cambridge Common
denoting the official birthplace of the American Army; and the Five Black
Marble Slabs of the Prince Hall Monument representing the 5,000 black men
who fought with Washington in every major battle of the Revolutionary War.

It is the story of two freedoms;
the “Give me liberty or give me death”
kind of freedom as stated in the
Declaration of Independence, and the
“take these chains off my ankles and
from around my neck” kind of freedom
as stated by Prince Hall and other Black
Abolitionists in their petitions to the
Massachusetts Supreme Legislature in
the 1700s to abolish slavery.
It is the story of how blacks–
originally not wanted by Washington
to serve in the army– were rejected
from serving. From the lowest rung on
the ladder of society, they became the
primary means of survival and hope
for success in the early days of the
Revolutionary War, and by fighting and
dying to help free this nation from the
tyranny of the King of England, freed
themselves (especially in the Northern
colonies).

In July 1775, a “rag-tag” army of
farmers and tradesmen of 20,000
was put together to warn (bluff) the
British army of just 4,000 to back
off. This gathering however was due
to dissolve entirely by the end of the
year, for the period of enlistments was
just 3 months or 6 months. This turn
of events, and the many blacks in the
Southern colonies joining the British
army, caused Washington to change his
mind and reverse his initial position.
The Prince Hall monument on
the Cambridge Common, the only such
monument in the nation dedicated
to Prince Hall and the 5,000 black
soldiers and other black patriots of
the founding period of our nation, is
the result of the leadership of Mayor
E. Denise Simmons with the support
of the city council, the Cambridge
community, and the backing of the
Masonic Family and friends wherever
dispersed.

(See Public Law 98-245-MAR. 27, 1984) and the book 1776, by David McCullough
Please share this history with others! Prepared by Red Mitchell, 2017. Printed 2021.
redtmjr@aol.com

Why did General Washington really change his mind?
Excerpts from David McCullough’s 1776.
Like most southerners, Washington did not want blacks in the
army and would soon issue orders saying that neither “Negroes, boys
unable to bear arms, nor old men” were to be enlisted. By year’s end,
however, with new recruits urgently needed and numbers of free blacks
wanting to serve, he would change his mind and in a landmark general
order authorize their enlistment.
Pages 36-37

By the close of the summer, with increasing losses from disease,
desertions, and absences of one sort or other, his army was in serious
decline. Spirits suffered. The patriotic fervor that had sent thousands
rushing to the scene in late April and May was hardly evident any longer.
It was not just that the army was shrinking; it was due to disappear
entirely in a matter of months, the troops having signed on to serve only
until the end of the year. The Connecticut enlistments would be up even
sooner.
It had been the common expectation that the rising of such an
armed force as gathered outside Boston would cause the British to
think again and reach an accommodation. A short campaign had been
anticipated by nearly everyone, including Washington, who had told his
wife he would be home by fall.
There were still too few tents, still a shortage of blankets and
clothing, and no one had forgotten that winter was on the way. Farmers and
soldiers knew about the weather. Weather could be the great determiner
between failure and success, the great test of one’s staying power.
In truth, the situation was worse than they realized, and no one
perceived this as clearly as Washington. Seeing things as they were, and
not as he wish them to be, was one of his salient strengths.
He knew how little money was at hand, and he understood as
did no one else the difficulties of dealing with Congress. He knew how
essential it was to the future effectiveness of the army to break down
regional differences and biases among the troops. But at the same time
he struggled with his own mounting contempt for New Englanders.
Pages 40-41.

